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Emerging Urban Areas in Arkansas
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In 2000, the population in the emerging urban areas ranged from a high of 382,495 in Central Arkansas to a low
of 35,218 in the White River area. The fastest growing area is Northwest Arkansas, which had the second
largest population in 2000 (253,059), and is projected to grow more than 70% by 2020, to a population of
431,178. Projected annualized population growth rates in the areas range from 2.70% in Northwest Arkansas to
0.65% in Southwest Arkansas. Four out of the six regions are expected to experience growth rates exceeding the
state’s average rate of 1.47%.
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